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Hello, my name is Donny Chen and I’m the designer behind the 


LEGO® Ideas Grand Piano. Originally from Guangzhou, China, 


I now work as a piano teacher and tuner in Australia. 


I’ve always seen toys as something to be imagined, not just 


played with. 


When I was a child, I liked to build toys from scratch. I was 


fascinated with toy cars, construction toys and anything with 


a mechanical element to it. For me, the joy was in the endless 


possibilities of creating. 


Meet the Maestro 


“ 


I think that my piano set is a unique LEGO® 
creation, which will be loved by people of all ages, 
especially music lovers around the world. I really 
hope you like it as much as I do.” 
Donny Chen 


Growing up in China, LEGO bricks weren’t easy to get hold of. 


I was 25 years old when I bought my first set 8 years ago, and it 


hasn’t stopped surprising me since. Although I was a latecomer 


to LEGO toys, I’ve since fallen in love with the bricks and it’s now 


my biggest hobby by far, aside from music. In fact, I’ve even 


created a model of my own home, including five pianos. 


This build brought together my two greatest passions in life. 


When I’m not building with LEGO bricks, I’m teaching, tuning 


or writing music on my piano. So, when I first discovered LEGO 


Ideas, I knew I wanted to build something that could make the 


musical and LEGO worlds come together. 


I’m as interested in how a piano works as the music it makes. 


I’ve always been fascinated with the mechanics of how things 


work and the engineering behind great pianos. As a teacher, 


I also have to explain what goes on beneath the lid to my 


students. This model seemed like a great way to show them 


on a smaller scale. 


I worked every day for six weeks to make the model as 


accurate as possible. 


It was really important to me that it felt real, that it worked 


and looked as close to a life-sized piano as possible. It took at 


least 15 hours to achieve that authenticity and make sure the 


keyboard, bench, damper, pedals and piano player function 


all worked like the real thing. 


Not everything went 100% according to plan. 


There were a few hiccups during the design process, particu- 


larly with the fall board (the lid that covers the keys). I must 


have changed the design four times until I got it right. In the 


end, I was happy that it closed, felt and worked exactly like a 


working piano. But of course, making the LEGO® Grand Piano 


playable was my main focus when I designed it, and at the 


same time, the most challenging part of the build. 


When Donny came to Billund and visited the Ideas team… 


…we arranged a surprise for him so he could meet a couple of 


his LEGO designer role models. To Donny’s delight, some of his 


favorite designers surprised him by bursting in on a meeting, 


and then proceeded to discuss the fine details of his model. 


He later met with the LEGO Ideas team and Woon Tze, who 


was the main LEGO designer for the project. 


Woon Tze Chee 


My wife plays and teaches the piano and was my 


inspiration to work on this project. Over the years, she 


has been very understanding and supportive of my LEGO® 


hobby and our move to Denmark, so I felt very happy 


and lucky that I got to work on a project that supports 


her main hobby. This was truly a great way to bring our 


individual passions for music and LEGO toys together. This 


is my way of saying thank you to her. 


I was impressed when I first saw the model on LEGO 


Ideas. Donny did an amazing job with all the details 


and functionality. We tried to keep the model as 


authentic as possible. Although small, the model is as 


much an engineering challenge as a real piano and all 


the components are so interconnected that any slight 


modification in one section will cause a chain reaction in 


another. By striving for the strictest of LEGO quality, we 


hope fans will have a great building experience. 


Steen Sig Andersen 


I was asked to help out with the concept model and 


once I saw it, I gladly took the task. It was such a cool 


model with some interesting challenges. From the very 


beginning, there was a huge excitement from all sides; 


tech, design and marketing, because here we had the 


opportunity to make something really special. For me 


personally, it was the challenge of turning a very cool fan 


model into a proof-of-concept model, especially the play 


mechanism which I was delighted to work on. 


What I love most about the model is the fact that you can 


‘play’ on the piano, and the functions are similar to the 


ones on a real piano. 
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“ 


Music produces a kind of pleasure which 
human nature cannot do without.” 
Confucius 
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Music is the art which is most 
nigh to tears and memories.” 
Oscar Wilde 
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Music is well said to be the speech of angels.” 


Thomas Carlyle 
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Music cleanses the understanding; inspires 
it and lifts it into a realm which it would not 
reach if it were left to itself.” 
Henry Ward Beecher 
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“ 


Music is the electrical soil in which 
the spirit lives, thinks and invents.” 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
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FEEDBACK 
AND WIN 


LEGO.com/productfeedback 


FEEDBACK 
AND WIN 


Your feedback will help shape 
the future development of this 
product series. 


Please visit: 


FEEDBACK 
UND GEWINNEN 


Dein Feedback trägt zur 
Weiterentwicklung dieser 
Produktreihe bei. 


Geh auf: 


COMMENTEZ 
ET GAGNEZ 


Vos commentaires nous 
aideront à concevoir les futurs 
produits de cette gamme. 


Rendez-vous sur : 


COMENTA 
Y GANA 


Tu opinión nos ayudará a dar 
forma al desarrollo de esta 
serie de productos en el futuro. 


Visita: 


By completing, you will 
automatically enter a drawing 
to win a LEGO® set. 


Terms & Conditions apply. 


Durch Ausfüllen nimmst du 
automatisch an der Verlosung 
eines LEGO® Preises teil. 


Es gelten die Teilnahmebedingungen. 


En envoyant vos commentaires, vous 
serez automatiquement inscrit(e) à 
un tirage au sort qui vous permettra 
de remporter un prix LEGO®. 


Offre soumise à conditions. 


Al contestar, participarás 
automáticamente en el sorteo 
y podrás ganar un set LEGO®. 


Sujeto a Términos y Condiciones. 


LEGO and the LEGO logo are trademarks of the LEGO Group. ©2020 The LEGO Group. 


References: @Musikhuset Aarhus 


Working piano lid which can be opened and 


folded back when the lid is raised 


Working fall board or key cover which 


can be opened and closed, protecting 


the keys 


Removable music stand which can be folded up or 


completely removed from the piano 


Self-playing – Powered Up app function 


for self-playing feature 


Removable keyboard with 25 independent 


working keys, connected to their own hammer 


25 strings each corresponding to their own key 


Height-adjustable piano bench 


Working piano wheels 


Moving pedal and damper 
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Bluetooth low energy symbol 


This device complies with part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to the following two conditions: 
(1) This device may not cause harmful interference, and 
(2) this device must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause undesired operation. 


NOTE: This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device, pursuant to part 15 of the FCC Rules. These limits are 
designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful interference in a residential installation. This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio 
frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communications. However, there is no 
guarantee that interference will not occur in a particular installation. If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or television reception, which can 
be determined by turning the equipment oﬀ and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the interference by one or more of the following measures: 
• Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna. 
• Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver. 
• Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit diﬀerent from that to which the receiver is connected. 
• Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help. 


Caution: changes or modiﬁcations not expressly approved by the party responsible for compliance could void the user’s authority to operate the equipment. 


This device contains licence-exempt transmitter(s)/receiver(s) that comply with Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada’s licence-exempt RSS(s). 
Operation is subject to the following two conditions: 
(1) This device may not cause interference. 
(2) This device must accept any interference, including interference that may cause undesired operation of the device. 


L’émetteur/récepteur exempt de licence contenu dans le présent appareil est conforme aux CNR d’Innovation, Sciences et Développement économique Canada 
applicables aux appareils radio exempts de licence. L’exploitation est autorisée aux deux conditions suivantes : 
(1) L’appareil ne doit pas produire de brouillage; 
(2) L’appareil doit accepter tout brouillage radioélectrique subi, même si le brouillage est susceptible d’en compromettre le fonctionnement. 


CAN ICES-3 (B)/NMB-3(B) 


第十二條 


經型式認證合格之低功率射頻電機，非經許可，公司、商號或使用 
者均不得擅自變更頻率、加大功率或變更原設計之特性及功能。 


第十四條 


低功率射頻電機之使用不得影響飛航安全及干擾合法通信；經發 
現有干擾現象時，應立即停用，並改善至無干擾時方得繼續使用。 
前項合法通信，指依電信法規定作業之無線電通信。低功率射頻電 
機須忍受合法通信或工業、科學及醫療用電波輻射性電機設備之 
干擾 


Only use one of the two versions - they have diﬀerent column widths 


La operación de este equipo está sujeta a las siguientes dos condiciones: 
(1) es posible que este equipo o dispositivo no cause interferencia perjudicial y 
(2) este equipo o dispositivo debe aceptar cualquier interferencia, incluyendo 
la que pueda causar su operación no deseada. 


Este equipamento não tem direito à proteção contra 
interferência prejudicial e não pode causar interferência 
em sistemas devidamente autorizados. 
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Customer Service 


Kundenservice 
Service Consommateurs 
Servicio Al Consumidor 


LEGO.com/service or dial 


: 00800 5346 5555 
: 1-800-422-5346 


6355642 


